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Ivo Walsmit

Netherlands Space Office (NSO)

Food security & 
satellite based information services
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• Many pilot projects
• Examples:

- Kilimo Salama
- Planet Guarantee (EARS FESA project)
- Micro Insure
- and others

• Technically feasible
• Increased mobile use � reach farmers

� Time for Up-scaling
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Weather insurance in rice crops
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Smart ICT
infrastructure
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Mobile/ICT applications
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• Crop calendars
• Weather information
• Mapping
• Monitoring (e.g. vegetation growth
• Irrigation / nutrient supply advices

• Stand alone
• Integrated in value chain services
• Complementary to micro-insurance
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www.weatherlink.com



Why based on satellite data?

• Objective, consistent, cross border

• No or few (local) monitoring infrastructure

• 25+ years time series (geostationary satellite, Landsat) 

• Many new satellites (to be) launched, no or low cost
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watertekort

Optical images : 50 cm resolution
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Aceh, before the tsunami (2004)



Aceh, after the tsunami (2004)



Sarawak Oil Palm plantations (Google)



Thank you
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